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Knit Union is here faid to be „ ; 1 

„ 2 eg MW 
A good or profitable Thing, and „„ 9 
A pleaſant or joyful Thing „ 


pertineac to the ends for which they were intended. 
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1 to the Serre 75 1 en le | 
As the Dew of Hermon, and as. the Dew that 1 
pon the Mountains of Zion, for there rie Lord 


command: a he Bling, —_ Life for evermare. 


; HIS. Plalm is A lively Apen of. the happy copttion 
-* of that Kingdom or People that dwe ll rogerber in uni 
For Brethren, in the firſt Verſe, are not to: be taken 
krictly, for Children deſcended immediately from the ſamg natu- 
ral Parent; nor -fof ſuch Relations as are deſcended mediate 
from. one Stock; either in equal degrees, as Couſins, or unequal, 
as Uncles and Nephews, who are frequently ſtyfd Brethren in 
Scripture, but for Members of one civil Society, Subjects ofa 
Kingdom who have the ſame. Political Parent. . 
The Unity of ſuch, if it _ en gore will imply: theſe four | 


ra A Union of Eadearours to promote the common Go. 


In the following Verſes, the Profit, and Joy which reſults from 
this Unity, are elegantly ſet forth by two Similitudes; in which, 
however there have been ſome Pains taken to find or make. Niffi- © © 
culties, yet the deſign of them is very apparent, and ſo is their 


The Pleaſure or Joy that ariſes from this Unity, is compared to 
the Precious Oyntment upon the Head that ran down upon the Beard, even 
Aaron's Beard, thas went down to the Skirts of bis Cloathing : This pre- 

. | | ke 


e 


— E 


1 
# 
1 
* 

* 

* 

* 

A 

* 

* *, 

- 

: 

F- 4 

; 

* 


a 
1 
od 
44 
& 
+! 
. 
OH 
£3 
=} 
N 
7 
. 
> * 25 
* 
* 
* 
of "# * 


| 4 A Thankſoiving Sermon upon the Union, G.. 


— * — 


cious Oyntment was a compoſition made by God's own direction of 
the principal Aromatick Spices, and Oyl Olive, Exod. 30. 23. 

The Odour of rich Oyntments poured forth, is very grateful, 

it delights and comforts; And Oyl is ſaid to, Make 4 Man à cheer- 

ul Countenanee, or io mike bis Face to ſhine, Pſ. 104+ 15+ and it is 

called 0yl of gladneſs, PL. 45. 7+ and therefore the Metaphor does 

very aptly expreſs great Pleaſure and Joy: And as for the dyni- 


ments going down to the skirts' of Aaron's Garment; whether by | 
Skirts are meant the Collar of the blue Robe of the .Ephod, Exod. 39. 


23. which the Original will bear, and the Tranſlation of the Sep- 
tuagint inclines to, or any other part of the Garment, the trick- 
ling down+ of the Oyntment from the Head to the Garment, fit- 
* the diffuſiveneſs of this Joy, that it reſts not on the 
principal Parts only, but defcends, is communicated to the inſe- 
rior Members of the Society. 5 F 
The other Advantage, the Profit and Proſperity of a Body ſo 


United, is repreſented by The dew of Hermon that deſcended upon 
the Mountains of Zion; and as for the Difficulty commonly ſtarted 
here, how the dew of Hermon, which is on the other fide of For- 


Aan, ſhould fall upon Mount Zion at Feruſalem, one being on the 
'Eaft, the other on the Weſt ſide of Canaan it anſwers it (elf; 
For if Zion at Feruſalem be at too great a diſtance from Hermon for 
uch à communication, tis certain, That either ſome other Place, 
called Zion, muſt be here meant, or elſe the dew of Hermon muſt 


not be taken properly, but figuratively, for a rich Dew, and plen- 


ty of it, ſuch as that which fell from Hermon on the Paſtures of 
Baſhan, and made them ſo fertile and famous for fatning Cattle, 
as they are repreſented in the Scriptures: And then the plain 


meaning of the Simile is this, That as Snow melting and falling 
from high Hills, or Va pours which have been exhal'd, form'd into 


Clouds in the Air, and hang on the tops of Mountains diſſolving 
into Showers of Rain, refreſn the lower Hills and adjacent Country, 
on which they fall, enrich and make them fruitful, ſo this Unity a- 
mong Brethren, is that which promotes Plenty and Proſperity, 
the thriving flouriſhing Condition of any Society. | 

But to crown and perfect the Happineſs of ſuch a Body, it fol- 
lows that the Bleſſing of God will attend upon them: For there, 
that is, among Brethren ſo united, the Lord commanded the Bleſſing , 
he has ſpoken and it ſhall come fo paſs, even Life for RR : 
Life implies all the good things that the ſubjett, to which it is pro- 
miſed, is capable of: And Bodies and Societies of Men being con- 


ſtituted for this World only, and having no place in the next, 
lie, with relation to ſuch, imports every thing that can make 


them Happy here, and the Words for evermore, aſſure the du- 
ration of that Happineſs, while they continue ſo United, | 
From this ſhort account of the /m, you may pleaſe to ob- 


ſerve, what was the deſign of the Holy Pen-Man in compoſing 


this Scripture, and muſt be mine in my Diſcourſe : pon it, name- 


That 


"WP, MM, % © . 0 ot 


on 


before the QUEEN 4: St. Paul z. . 


4 _$ 
That a hearty Union of the Members of any Society or Body 
Politick, has a natural Tendency to procure their Proſperity and. 
Joys. and does likewiſe. entitle them to the Divine Favour and 
Bleſſing: | | | ; os 
Which I ſhall endeavour, in my Application, to accommodate to 
the great occaſion of our preſent meeting, by repreſenting 


* 


. 


1. Some of the glorlous Advantages, which the Union of the 
two Kingdoms, for which we are this Day prailing God, does of 
it ſelf ſeem to promiſe, Pen 255 


4 


WI; 


2. The reaſonable Grounds we have to hope for God's Bleſſing 
upon it, provided | . 


3. We will be perſwaded to do that which is our Duty. 


Firſt, To pay our Tribute of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to 
God, the great Author of this Bleſſed Work, and to make our 
ho Acknowledgments to thoſe under him, who have been 
the happy Inftruments in his Hands of bringing it about, 


my oe IF © _bos i ww 


Secondly, To purſue the true and only means on our Parts, of 
making the Union laſting, and reaping the deſired Fruits of it; 
which are to ſerve God Faithfully, and love one another Sin- 


„ 


av 


* 


cerely. | 


1. I am to ſhew, that a hearty Union worms, the Members of 
any Society or Body-Palitick, has a natural Tendency to pro- 
cure their Þrofoetity and Joy, and does likewiſe intitle them to 
the Divine Favourand Bleſſing _ 

This Unity, as 1 obſerv'd before, implies ſeveral Things, 


- 


» ie WY GUY Re 


1. The firſt is an Union of Judgment or Opinion: This is that 
which St. Paul means by his ο] gezvar Which he ſo frequently 

| and earneftly preſſes upon thoſe he writes to, That they would be 
like-minded, of the ſame mind, of one Mind, perfely join d toperber 
in the ſame mind and the ſame judgmente and it is obſervable, that 
where the Apoſtle gives this Advice, it is generally pre- 
paratory, either to an Exhortation to Peace; as 2 Cor. 19. 11. 5e 
of one Mind, live in Peace; and Rom. 12. 16. be of the ſame Mind! 
and if it be poſſible as much as in you lies live peace 1bly with al Men- 
Or to a Dehortation from Strife and Selfiſhneſs; ſo Phil. 2. 2. That 
ye be like-minded — of one mind; and then follows, let nothing be 
done through Strife and Vain-glory z and, lool not every one as his own 
things, but every Man alſo at the things of another ; And Rem. 1,10, 

1 beſjeech you ſpeak the ſame thing,” tbat ther? be no diviſ 01% amung vou. 

And it muſt be acknowledged, that Union, or difference in 
Judgment and Opinion, has a Tendeney to promote-the Quiet, 
or occaſion the Diſturbance of any Society,” tA 10 Doin] L 
| 11. a F | bt rt OSS A- 3 2822410 3120 be „But 
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But it muſt not be thought, that by this Union of judgment, 
is meant ſuch a perfect Agreement in Opinion, as to exclude all 
Difference: That is neither poſſible in this imperfett State, nor 
neceſſary: In Matters of ſmall Conſequence, in Things Indiffe. 
rent, or in ſpeculative Subjects, wiſe and good Men may dit- 


fer without prejudice to themſelves, to each other, or to the Pub- 


lick: But it is in Matters of greater Weigbt, that relate to the 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Polity, wherein the Welfare of the Publick 
is concern'd, that this Union is to be preſerved. „ 


Though even in thoſe Matters, a univerſal Harmony in judg- 


ment, among all the Members of any Society, is a thing to be 
wiſh'd rather than hop'd for. | 8 1 1 
And if Men would advance no Novelties, nor raiſe any Diſputes 
out of Aﬀettation, vain-Glory, Intereſt, or other baſe Principles, 
if they would not maintain them with Obſtinacy, and a Reſolution 
not to be convinced, if none would nicely. ſift and examin things 
eftabliſh'd by Publick Authority, only to find Fault, and matter 
for Object ion; If all would fincerely! endeavour to conform their 
Sentiments to thoſe of their Superiors, as far as they can, with- 
out offending God, or wounding their own Conſciences. 

If where there are Differences, thoſe that are on the ſide of Au- 
thority, would treat thoſe that differ from them with Gentleneſs 
and Tenderneſs, in Meekneſs inftruting them that oppoſe, uling all 
kind and Chriſtian Methods to convince and reſtore them, 
and waiting with Patience till God hall give them Repentance 10 the 
Acknowledgment of the Truth. 

If the others would lay aſide all Prejudices, and honeftly dis- 
poſe themſelves to own and ſubmit to a Convittion, when it thall 

be offer d them; If they would impartially conſider what has been, 
or may be ſaid on the other fide of the Queſtion, and humbly beg 
of God for the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, to enlighten their Minds, 
and guide them into the Truth; If whereunto // kave or ſhall 
have attain d, they would walk by the ſame Rule, and mind the ſame 
Tbings, and agree as far as they can; If after having fincerely 
ſought and laboured for Satisfaction to their Objections, aud done 
all that becomes modeft and conſcientious Enquirers after Truth, 
they ſhall ſtiſl differ in ſome Things, if they yet diſſent with Mo- 
cleſty and Sobriety, if they keep their Scruples as much as they 
can to themſelves, and ſuffer not their private Opinions to give 
diſtarbance to the Publick : In ſhort, if theſe would not Fudge the 
. other, nor the other Deſpiſe thele, this is, for ought I ſee, as great 
an Union in Judgment and Opinion, as can be expected, till that 
bleſſed Scene ſhall open, of 4 new Heaven, and a new Earth, which 
we look for, according to the promiſe of our Lord, wherein will dwell Light 
and Knowledge as well as Righteouſmeſs, © : 


II. The ſecond Thing imply'd in this Unity amor Brethren, is an 
Union of Affections, whereby they are tenderly inclin'd to each 
other, and being incorporated in one Civil Society, the ſeveral 


Meme 


ä „ 1 


before the Qukzx 4 St. Faul . 7 
Members of it, have the ſame kind regard, care, and concern for» 
and mutual Sympathy, with one another, as the Members of the 
mam / 3 Dan, RT > 
They wiſh well to one another, bear one anothers Burdens, feel 
one anothers Hurts, rejoyce in one anothers Goods, and diſcharge 
— each other all charitable Offices of Advice, Succour, and Com- 
N Ort. ; , — a a ; , BUF 110 

The other Union, that of Judgment and Opinion, the Scrip- 
tures ſuppoſe, may not always be even among Chriftians, aud 
give Directions for the Behaviour of the differing Parties, both 
the Strong, and the Weak, towards one another; but as for this 
of Affection, there is no diſpenſation for the want of it, this muſt 
be had, where the other cannot be obtained; and there can be 
no reaſon aſſign'd why it may not. 1 ai 

If after we have us'd our beft endeayours for Information in 
any material Point, my Brother and I ſhall think differently 
of it, I have no more reaſon to be angry with him, than he has to 
be ſo with mey nor either of us any more to quarrel for that differ- 
ence in Opinion, than for the difference that may be in our Fea- 
tures or Complexions, | 

Every rational and good Man will conſider that the greateft 
and moſt enlightned Perſon, knows here bur in part, and ſees but thro' 
the Glaſs darkly ; and therefore, how aſſuredly ſoever he may think 
himſelt inthe right in any Diſpute, and thoſe that oppoſe him in 
the wrong, yet he will rather pity, than fall out with them, and 
manage all Cottroverſies with his Brethren, as Cicero did his dif- 
ference of Opinion with Cato, who ſays, He ſo diſſented from bim, 
that, though they were divided in Fulgment, they remain d firmly united 
in Love and Friendſhip. | 


Hl. The third Thing imply'd in this Unity among Brethren, is an 
Union of Intereſts z whereby they look upon themſelves as joint 
Traders, tho' not in equal Shares, in one Common Stock; or as 
having their Effects embarqu'd on one and the ſame Bottom, upon 
the Safety and Proſperity whereof, the Advantage of every Indi- 
vidual does depend: They know if the Veſſel miſcarry their All 
is loſt, and therefore whatever ſeparate Intereſts any of them 
may have, they will not ſuffer them to come in competition with 
thoſe of the Community; but when both cannot be provided for, 
thoſe ſhall always be poſt- pon d to theſe and when the Safety of 
the Publick, ſhall require them, their Hands and Purſes are cheer. 
fully imploy'd, and their Eftates and Lives well and wiſely ha- 
zarded in its Service. , eee em 


IV. The laſt Thing imply'd in this Unity among Brethren, is an 
Union of Endeavonrs to promote and carry on the Publick Good ; 
None of them excule themſelves from their ſhare of the Work, 
but each affords his helping Hand towards it; ſome move in high- 
er Spheres and ſome in lower, but every one is uſeful in his proper 
place, | AN 


- 


A4 


= 2 — 3 — — — — — —— = pak 
”  "$ Thankſgiving Sermon upon the Union, Cc. 

"All have not the ape Lappcitics and Abilities, nor the ſame 
' Offices and Stations, and each. muft take care, that he does not 
by raſh Attempts, or any Excentrical Motions, diſturb the Buſi- 


o ; 


ing its Service: The Organs and Members of the Body Natural 
have particular Uſes allotted them by Providence; and if any in- 
vade thoſe of the other Members, they are hurtful rather than 
ſer riceable; the Eye cannot judge of Sounds, nor the Ear of Co- 


the Offices of the Hands would be as awkwardly perform'd by the 
Peet. It is ſo in the Politick: If Mens indiſcreet Zeal ſhall car- 
ry them to meddle out of their proper. Buſineſs, to engage in 
- Undertakings, which they are neither qualify'd for by Nature, 
nor call'd to by Providence, ſuch diſorderly Proceedings muſt break 
che Unity, and interrupt that beautiful Harmony, in which the 
endeavours of the ſeveral Members ſhould conſpire for the good of 
the whole; which can never be preſerv'd, but by their keepin 


within their reſpettive Stations, and acting there with Induſtry, 


Honeſty and Prudence; and when they do ſo, they are all ſer- 
viccable tothe Publick ; and there are none of them ſo mean and 
inferior, or to uſe the Apoſtic's Words, ſo feeble, uncomely, or leſs 
© bonourable, that the reſt can ſay, they bave no need of them; but 
the loweit Mechanick, the meaneſt Artificer or Day-Labourer, 
that are occupy'd in the homelieſt and pooreſt honeſt Em- 
ployments, and diligent in them, do contribute to the Common 
Weltare. . 
Andi it is by this orderly working of the Members, when they 
do not go out of their Ltacs, or interfere with others, but confin- 
ing themiclves to their reſpectire Limits, they attentively mind 
the ir own Buſineſs. and e RY . the Duties of their pro- 
per places, that the Service and Interel 
fucceſofully carry 'd on. 


Now when the Members of any Kingdom or Nation are thus 


united in the ſcvcral particulars, when they agree in Judgment 
_ and Opinion, or in mutual Forhearance where they dier; when 

they are join d in Heart and Affection; when they have one Com- 
mon Interett, preferable to all private Reſpects; and when all in 
; their ſeveral Capacities and Callings, contribute their joint En- 
dea vours to promote the Advantage of the Community, this muſt 


Riches and Plenty at home, and Safety from Enemies abroad 
muſt be the happy Confequences of it. . 180 8 
Here is Encouragement for Diligence, and Application to Bu- 
— many * Callings, here are nons of thoſe Avoca- 
too irom them, or Zuterraptions to them, which are the certain 
 efefizof Factions and Divinons ina Nation, oh ates >» 


What 


- neſs, and endanger the Safety of the Society, inſtead of promot- 


lours; a Man would walk but untowardly upon his Hands, and 


of the whole Body is moſt 


| have a natural Tendency to procure the Pruſperity of ſuch a a 


»” *” » 
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| Where there are Parties, they beſtow ſo much of Ter Time 
and Labour, in projecting and executing Methods for the adyance- 


jefore the Cu EEx at St. Paul's, 9 


ment of their reſpective Diviſions, that there is little left for 


more honeſt and uſeful Imployments: They are upon ſuch a con- 
ftant watch and guard againſt the oppoſite Party, that if any do 
undertake things that might turn to better account, they are 


forc'd to work, as Nehemiah's Men did in building the Walls of Fe- 


ruſalem, with a Trowel in one Hand, and a Sword in the other 
and no wonder then if the Buſineſs goes but ſlowly on. 


But where this Unity among Brethren takes place, there. need 
none of theſe Politick Schemes and Contrivances; every ones Bu- 
ſineſs is plainly chalk'd out in the Station wherein he is plac'd, and 
none need to diſturb themſelves with anctious Fears, and cautious 
Watches: There are noge to ur againſt, where each wiſhes as 
well to another as to himſelf: Every one may purſue his Work 
with cheerfulneſs, being afſur'd of all reaſonable Aſſiſtance in it 
from his Brethren, who have the ſame great End in view, that 
he has,the common Good,and will rejoice in every thing that tends 


to promote it, by whomſoever it is perform'd. 


In ſuch a State, Ingenuity, and Induſtry, and uſeful Inventions 
for the Improvement of the Natural Productions, or proper Ma- 
nufactures of a Country, and for the advancement of Trade and 
Commerce, will flouriſh ; and conſequently, which are the na- 
tural returns of theſe, Wealth, and ſuch an abundance of all 
things neceſſary and good, as may make ſuch a People the Won- 
der and Envy of their Neighbours. © £ 

But this very Unity, which makes them the Object of their 
Neighbours Envy, ſecures em from all ill, or dangerous Effects 
of it; In ſuch an united compatted Kingdom, there is no room 
for the artful Management of a Politick Enemy : Here are no 


Parties to be Encourag d and 1 by turns, and daſn'd againft 


one another, to the weakning of the whole; Gifts and penſions 
to corrupt Miniſters, and bribe Officers to betray their Truſts 

are offer d in vain, where ſuch a Publick Spirit prevails, as deſpi- 
ſes all private Gain and Advantage, in compariſon of the Honour 


and Proſperity of the Community. Andas little Encouragement 


has an Enemy to try his open Force, as his ſecret Policy, againft 
a Body ſo Rich and Flouriſhing, inſpir'd with ſuch Generous and 
Noble Principles, engag'd in fo Glorious a Cauſe as the Good of 
their Country, and ſo cloſely and firmly united in the Defence of 
it; Surely. zbere i no Enchantment againſt ſuch a People, when they ' 
couch, when they lie down as a Lion, and as a great Lion, who ſhall ſtir 
them up ? | | | 
And as Proſperity is a genuine Effect of ſich Vnity among Brethren, 
ſo is Joy and Pleaſure too; and if any one doubts of this, he muft 
gueſtion, whether jealouſies and Fears, Malice and Hatred, En- 
yy and LIl-nature, continual Jarrs and Broils, which will be ſome 
of the Torments of Hell it ſelf; or Peace and Security, LY and 
„ ; „ Friend- 


ma 


. _ 8 2 
lo A Thankſziving Sermon upon the Union, &c. 
Friendſhip, univerſal Harmony and good Will, the Employments 
of the Bleſſed above, and ſome Ingredients of their Happineſs, af. 
ford the truer Joy and Pleaſure. 1 1 
And no wonder that the practice of this Duty, does bring ſuch 
a Heaven upon Earth, fince it entitles thoſe that practice it to 
the Bleſſing of God, which is the crown and perfection of the 
Happineſs of ſuch a People. Z TP 
We are made by Nature fociable Creatures, form'd for Society; 
and therefore muſt be under Obligations from Nature, to do every 
thing that may promote the ends of Society; which nothing can 
fo effectuallj do, as that Unity of which I have been ſpeaking. 
This is a Duty enjoin'd by by the Prophets in the Old Tefta. 
ment, and by our Lord and his Apoftles in the New ; nay, God 
does not only command Brethren to be United, but he makes them 
to de fo, for he makes Men to be of one Mind in a Houſe : And ſo far 
as we are endeavouring to promote Peace and Unity, we reſemble 
God, as Children do a Parent; ſo ſays Chriſt of the Peace-makers, 
they ſhall be called the Children of God: And while Men are doing 


what God has commanded by the natural and revealed 'Law, nay 
doing what he does, and ſo are followers, Imitators, of bim as dear 


Children, they may fafely conclude themſelves entitled to their 


Heavenly Father's Bleſſing, for ibere the Lord commanded the Bleſ- 
fing, even Life for evermore. | 
And now, may I not apply my ſelf to you, in the Words of our 
dle ſſed Saviour, and ſay, This Day is this Scripture fulfil d in your Ears? 
Did David compoſe this Pſulm, as ſeems very probable, on oc- 
caſion of the Tribes of 1ſra:l coming up to Hebron, and anointing 
him King over Iſrael, as the Men of Fudah had anointed him King 
over Judah, ſeven Years and a half before? | 
And do not we this Day ſee Two Great Kingdoms Incorporated 
in one, under one Sovereign, and one Legiſlature z to continue 
ſo, as we hope and truft, not as Fudab and Iſrael did, only for the 
then preſent Reign, and that immediately following, and were 
again divided in the third, but for all ſucceeding Generations ? 
How good and pleaſant this Union is, will appear from the Miſeries 
which both, did ſuffer, when they were independent Kingdoms 
under different Sovereignties, and muft have felt again, ſhould 
they have been again divided, | 
The continual Diſſentions and Fewds between them, particu- 
larly in the Reigns of three of our Edwards, and which were not 
quite ſuppreſs'd in leſs than 300 Years, the frequent Incurſions 
they made into each others Country, Ravaging, Burning and De- 
ſtroying whatever came in their way; that deluge of Blood of 
Nobles and others, of both Nations, that was ſhed in many Skir- 
miſhes and Battles, befides thoſe dreadful ones at Bannock's-Boury, 
Faly-down Hill, and Flodden-Fields, ungrateful Names! which our 
Chronicles are full of, may give us a diſmal, but juſt view of what 
muſt again have been the conſequences of two independent Sove- 
- reignties in the ſame Iſland, eſpecially when the ancient Fgemicy 
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of one, and Allies of the other, would not have fail'd to have im- 
prov'd the advantageous Opportunity of carrying on their own 
ambitious Deſigns to the Ruin of both. 25 3 
The leaft miſchief of ſuch a ſeparation, (and ſure that is great 
enough) muſt have been the keeping up of Standing Armies to 
Man the Garriſons, and guard the Frontiers on both ſides: but in 
all probability, the whoſe Tiland muſt have become a Seat of War, 
a Scene of Confuſion, Rlood and Deſolation 53 how good then is 
this Union? UY - | | e Mt 
For now Ephraim ſhall no longer envy Judah nor Judah vex Ephraim: 
Their old Contentions and Annimoſities thall ceaſe, and being in- 
tirely United, They jhall fy upon the Shoulders of the Philiftines, they 
ſhall quickly ſubdue their common Enemies, and like Triumphant 
Conquerors, tread upon their Necks — | 
What great Things, requiiite for the Safety and Honour of the 
United Body, may not be expected from the Conjunction of two 
ſuch People, of whom it may, without. Vanity, be ſaid, That 
none under Heaven have better Heads to deſign, Hearts to under- 
take, or Hands to execute the nobleſt and boldeſt Enterprizes ? 
And if Riches, next ro Hands, be the Strength of a Kingdom, 
what may we not hope for, from the increaſe of our Sea-men, the 
improvement of our Shipping, and conſequently the advancement 
of cur Trade, the happy effects of this Union? 55 . 
How poodly are thy Tents, 0 Jacob, rhy Iabernacles, 0 Iſrael? what 
a delighrful Proſpect is opened to all Europe, by ſuch an acceſſion 
of Strength to a Nation, that does not abuſe her Power to the 
diſturbing and enflaving her Neighbours, but generouily imploys 
it to curb the Ambition of the mighty Nimrods, thoſe Plagues of 
Mankind, to aſſiſt injur'd Princes, and relieve oppre$'d Subjects, 
and to keep the Ballance of Power even, That every one may ſit qui- 
etly under his own Vine, and under his own tig-Tree ? © 
And, that I may once more reſume the Pſalmiſts Metaphor, if 
the grateful Odour of this precious Oyntment diffuſes it ſelf ſo far, 
that Strangers are refreſh'd with it, none at home will baue Indig- 
nation at it: If any one of either Nation ſhall repeat the Qbje- 
ction, Jo what purpiſe is this waſte ? There muſt be abundance of 
Charity to believe, that he cares any more for the Publick, than 
he that firft made it, did for the Poor, or that he has not, with him, 
received the reward of Iniquity. | | f 
Such Peace within her Hals, and Plenteouſueſs within ber Pa- 
laces, muſt be extreamly plealant to all that wiſh well to our 
Feruſalem; and where there is ſuch a proſpe@ of that flouriſh- 
ing State, which the Pſalmiſt deſcribes in Pſalm 144, That our 
Garners may be full, affording all manner of Store, that there be no 
breaking in, nor going out; or according to the other Tranſlation, 
no leading into Captivity, and no complaining in our Sireeis, either 
for want of Plenty at home, or for danger of Enemies invading 
from abroad, they will cry out with him, Happpy ere the People 
that are in ſuch 4 Caſe, eſpecially, ſince with all theſe invaluable 
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Bicſkogs, this Union brings that yet greater of ſecuring the 


Profeſſion of God's Truth and Holy Religion among us, 
by the firmer eftabliſhment of the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the 


whole Iſland, they will, with tranſports of Joy, add, Yea, bleſſed 
are the People, who have the Lord for their God. 
And have we not reaſonable grounds to hope, that the Lord 


Vill continue to be our God? That he will ftabliſh the thing 


which he hath wrought for us? 3 
Vnion among Brethren, being, as I have obſerved, that which 
God commands, is the Author of, and delights in; And ours 
being made, not out of ambitious wicked Deſigns, that we may 
burt others, but for the juſt Ends of preſerving our ſelves, of pre- 


venting Wars, and the fatal Conſequences of them, between the 


two Kingdoms, and of ſecuring our Liberties and Properties, 
and all the civil Bleſſings we enjoy under our happy Conſtitution, 


and above all, our moſt holy Religion; A thing, ſo pleaſing to 


God, and tending to ſuch righteous Purpoſes, cannot fail of the 
Divine Bleſſing, if we fail not of doing our Duty; Namely, 


x. To pay our Tribute of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to God the 
great Author of this glorious Work, and to make our grateful 
Acknowledgments to thoſe under him, who have been the happy 
Inſtruments in his Hands of bringing it about. | 

God is jealous of his Honour, and when he does great Things 
for bis People, expects he Glory of them: And whoever re- 
flects on the many amazing Providences, which have concurred 
to facilitate this difficult Undertaking, the railing of the Engliſh 
Power and Grandeur to ſuch a height, by the Unanimity of our 
Parliaments, the Wiſdom and Secrecy of our Counſels, the pro- 
rent Management, and juſt Diſpoſition of our Publick Reve- 
nues, and the wonderful Succeſſes of our victorious Forces, not 


to be parallel'd in Hiftory, the reſtraining of foreign Nations, 


who might have been tempted to it by their Intereſt, from 
oppoſing it; chiefly the Reducing him, to whom it is worſe than 
a Blenbe im or a Ramellies, ſo low, as not to be able by Force, or 
Money, or Credit, to give any ſucceſsful [nterruption to it; and 
the diſpoſing the generality of the People of both Kingdoms, 
and inclining their Hearts in favour of it, muſt acknowledge 
the Work to be the Lord's doing, and that it ought to be mar- 
vellous in our Eyes. Let us therefore ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord 


| God, who only doth wondrow things, and bleſſed be. his glorious Name 


jor ever, and lei the wholegEarth be filled with bis Glory, 

But gs God ordinarily works by ſecond Cauſes, let us not un- 
grate fully neglect, to pay our juit Acknowledgments to the happy 
laſtruments, whom he has made uſe of, for the accompliſhing this 
great Work. 

How Glorious was it in onr Gracious Queen, to engage in an 


Undertaking, which had batfled all former Attempts! nay, not 


to be diſcouraged by dne Diſappointment, which ſhe met with 
| | he „ 
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her ſelf, but to renew the Work with greater Application, and 
not deſiſt till ſhe had brought it to Perfectionnh)nhhh 4 
She knew a time muſt come; for our ſakes, for our Brethen 
and Companions ſakes, for the univerſal Good of Chriſtendom, 


may it be long, long deferr'd; when ſhe ſhall be taken away, 


in whom alone her two Kingdoms were then United, and fore- 
ſeeing, and tenderly pitying the miſerable State of both upon 
their Separation, reſted not till ſhe: had compleated an intire 
and laſting Union of them; thereby providing, that as her Sub- 
jets are the Envy of the whole. World under her auſpicious Go- 
vernment, ſo, when ſhe ſhall have changed this Earthly for a 
Heavenly Crown, they may continue to be as Happy, as they can 
be without her. | - - + EM 
Seeing then, we may truly ſay, That we enjoy great Dnicmeſs, 
and ſuch worthy Deeds are done to theſe Nations, by Her Majeſty's 
Providence, let us accept it always, and in all places, with all Thanks 
fulneſs : And let us expreſs our Thankfulneſs, by offering up ear 
daily devout Prayers to God for her long Life, and proſperous 
Reign, for all the Bleſſings of Earth and Heaven upon her; By 
a hearty Subjection to her Government, a willing Obedience 
to her Laws, and a cheertul Contribution of our beſt Endeavours 


to make her Eatie at Home, and Glorious Abroad. In ſhort, By. 


doing all that good Subjects can do, to make Her, if poſhble, 
as Happy in her People, as they are bleſſed in their Queen. 
The noble and worthy Patriots, that were Commiſhoned to 
Treat of this Union, muſt be ever remembred with Hogaurs 
It was a Work of that Conſequence, that Compaſs, that Diffi- 
culty and Niceneſs, that required Men of the greateſt Zeal fur 
the Publick, the largeſt Capacities, the moſt conſummate-Judg- 
ments, and moſt indefatigable Induſtry, to go through with it: 
And how well the Commiſſioners of the two Kingdoms did an- 
{wer thoſe Characters, is apparent from the ſpeedy and happy 
Concluſion of the Treaty. | + { 1511 63 
Nor ought thoſe great Bodies, the Partiaments of both Na- 
tions, to be defrauded of their Shares in the Glory of this mighty 
Work: If it met with ſome Obftruttion in that of the other 
Kingdom, and went on, more difficultly and flowly there, it is 
not to be wondred at; It is not ſtrange, that a brave and war- 
like People, who had for many Ages enjoy'd an Independent 
Sovereignty , were not quickly brought to Incorporate with 
another; and there were Pretences too plain and too plaulible, 
not to be ſeen and made uſe of by Detigning Men, to retard 
the Progreſs of ſuch a Buſineſs: But the Wiſdom of that Bodg, 
diſcoyer'd the Weakneſs of thoſe Appearances, and by their 
Diligence, they ſurmounted all real Difficulties. And we ſhall 
not do Juſtice to that ancient Nobility, if we do not add, That 
they have generoully Sacrificed ſome Private Advantages, to: 1p 
great a Publick Good. > Won 26 211273" 289 
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The ſurpriſing and almoſt incredible Diſpatch, with which it 
was carried through the Two Houſes here, demonſtrates what a 
noble Spirit animates thoſe auguſt Aſſemblies, and that the greateſt 
and moſt momentous Affairs, may be concluded in a ſhort time, 
when a Zeal for the Common Good preſides in the Conſultations: 
The little Interruptions that were given to the Bill, ſhould in 
Charity be conftrued, to proceed from Intentions to mend the 
Terms, rather than from Deſigns to oppoſe the Thing; and thoſe 
that diſagreed in any particular Articles with ſuch Views; will 
heartily agree upon the whole; ſince, if there be any thing want- 
ing to compleat the Happineſs of this Union, it may, and no doubt 
will be fupply'd by che Care and Prudence of the Britiſh Par- 
liament. 193 3nd 6g Sd 
Nothing more remains, than that we do what is requiſite on 
our parts, to make it laſting, and that we may reap the bleſſed 
Fruits of it; and that is, | 


/ 


To ſerve God faithfully, and 
To love one another ſincerely. 


Sold bas indeed done great Things for us, whereat we rejoyce : He 
mightily deliver'd us when we cry'd unto him, in the Day of our 
Calamity, when we had the blackeft Proſpect before us, of utter 
Ruin to our Liberties, Properties, and Religion; He has mer- 
cifully continued to us thoſe great Bleſſings, together with Peace 
and Plenty 'within our Borders, while War and Devaitation, 
Poverty and Mitery, have march'd through moft of the Countries 
of Chriſtendom. w A . ; 

He has enabled us to carry on a long and expenſive War 
abroad, for eighteen Years, bating a ſhort deluſory Truce, and 
to maintain our Credit io at Home, that while our Enemy's 
Miat-Bills dithcultly. paſs. ar 60 per Cent. Diſcount, we have had 
two rich Bodies here contending, who ſhould circulate our Ex- 
chequer Bills at lower Intereſt, than is generally given, for Money 
upon the beft private Security: And our Funds were no ſooner 
opened, but the People were preſſing to throw their Money into 
them, as the ſafeſt and beft way of diſpoſing it. . of 

He has, by an uninterrupted Courle of ſuch amazing Succeſſes, 
as have prevented our Wiſhes, and out-done our Hopes, brought 
us within a reaſonable View vt a glorious Concluſion of this tedi- 
-ous War: And to all theſe Bleſſings, has now. added this other, 
of uniting the whole Iſland into one Kingdom: So that we have 
reaſon to ſay, Whit Nation is there ſo Great, that bath God ſo nigh 
ya them, as the Lord our Gol i in all things that me call upon bim 
:50F.; - 

How great, then, are our Obligations to fear the Lord, and 
ſerve him with Sincerity and Truth? And how aggravated will 
our Guilt be, and how dreadful our Puniſhment, if we anſwer 
not thoſe Obligations? Nothing provokes God more than Ingra- 
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titude 4 Jon only, ſays he to Iſrael, bave I known of 
the Earth, therefore will I punifh you for all your Iniquities. And as 
God has diftinguiſh'd us by his - peculiar, Bleflings, from all the 
Nations of the World, if we ſhall not live like a People fo highly 
favour'd by him, if we ſhall not be led by his Goodnefs to Re- 
pentance, but ſhall go on to provoke him by our Iniquities, What 
can we look for, but that he ſhould make us as remarkable Inſtances, 
of his Wrath and Vengeance, as we have hitherto been parti- 
cular Objects of his Love and Favour? e 
The Terms then, on which we may expect from God the con- 
t'nuance of his Mercies to us, particularly the Bleſfings of tis 
Vnion, are our breaking our Covenant with Death, and our Apree= 
mem with Hell; our performing thoſe Engagements to him, which 
we enter'd into at our Baptiſm, bur denying Ungodlineſs aud worldly 
Luſt, and living Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly, in thy preſent World. 
Our ſeconding our daily Prayers with our conftant Endegvours, 
that God's great Name may be hallowed, his glorious Kingdom 
advanced, and his holy Will done by us and others on Earth, as it 
is by the Bleſſed in Heaven. And next to theſe, 


Our loving one another Sincerely. And what ſhould hinder 
this? God Almighty has made us all the Objects of his Love, 
Why ſhould we not be ſo of one anothers? Our Saviour has told 
us, That every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, is brought to Deſolation 3 
And we of this have had ſuch woful Experience of the Miſchief 
of thoſe Diviſions, which the Subtilty of our Enemies has made 
among us, that one would hope, we are by this time arm'd againſt 
all their Attempts of that kind; but whether our Experience has 
yet taught us that Wiſdom or not, to beſure the Experience they 
have had of the former Succeſs of thoſe Attempts, will encou- 
rage them to try the force of them again, eſpecially now, ſince 
upon this Union they have little to hope for from any other Me- 
thods, and greater room to practice them; we ſhould therefore 
in reaſon be upon the ſtricter Watch againft them. | 

Let us then, 7 beſeech you, mark thoſe that cauſe Diviſions and 
Offences, and avoid them; And let us ſuppreſs all thoſe Irregular 
Paſſions within our ſelves, which difpefe us to be eaſily wrought 
upon by their Artifices, ſuch as Pride, Covetouſneſs, Envy, Jea- 
louſie, Malice, Revenge, and the like, and let us labour wy the 
bleſſed Re verſe of all theſe, that truly Chriſtian Temper, that 
Charity which is kind, envieth nos, vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up, 
ſeeketh not ber own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, re joyceth net 
in Iniquity, but rejoycetbh in the Truth, beareth all ibings, believetb al 


things, bopeth all things. 74 


Our Two Kingdoms are this day united, let our Hearts from 
this time be ſo too: The Names of England and Scotland are loſt 
in that of Great Britain; Let all Names of Parties, and Characters 
of Diſtinction, be buried with them; Let there be no other Con- 
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tentions between us, but thoſe kind ones who ſhall do each ther; 
the moſt friendly Offices: And let all our Emulation be to out:do 
one another in hearty Affection, and zealous Endeayours for the 
Service of our Queen and Countt mg.. 
Being ſo united, we ſhall be terrible to our Enemies as n Army. 
with Banners : We ſhall comfort and reqoyce our Friends and 
Allies, and we and 6ur Poſterity may hope to enjoy the bleſſed , 
Effects of this Union, till it ſhall be ſwallow d up in that Univęrſal 
"Onion of all the People, Nations aud Languages of the World, in 
that glorious Kingdom of Chrift, in which the Wolf ſhall dwelt 
with te Lamb, and the Leopard Iye down with the Kid; and the, Calf. 
and the' young Lyon, and the Fatling together, and a linle Child felled 
them, &c. when there ſhall bg no hurting nor deſtroying. in all by. 1 
Mountein, and the Reſt which he ſhall give to Mankind ſhall 
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Haſten, O God, this Kingdom of thy Son. Even ſo come 
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